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Family Involvement in Education

Did you know that November is National Family Involvement in Education Month? Well, this
month-long initiative is actually called Parent Involvement in Education Month. I'm not a fan of the
word parent and am working hard to change my language. “Parent” is not an inclusive term
because not all children have access to parents. Some children live with grandparents, aunts,
uncles, family friends, foster care, older siblings, and so on. Additionally, not all parents are able
to be as involved in their children’s lives as they would like to be due to work schedules or
transportation. 
As Family and Community Engagement Liaison, I didn't make a HUGE deal out of this month
because for me, every month, every week, and every day is about family involvement in
education. You see, we at PECPS don't want families involved only in November. We want you
involved and engaged all the time.
Let’s talk about that word engaged for a minute. When we say that we want you engaged, we
mean that we want you in classrooms, in meetings, in committees, at lunch, and on the
playground. We want you to help us plan, give your opinions, and share your talents. Engaged.
Of course, we want you to attend concerts and award ceremonies because these are important
milestones in children’s lives. However, attendance does not always mean engagement! 
A study by Judith Caplan of the Educational Research Service in Arlington, VA finds that students
whose families are involved in their education typically receive higher grades and test scores,
complete more homework, have better attendance, and exhibit more positive attitudes and
behavior. We all want those things for our children, right? Our goal is for 100% of our families to
be involved and engaged in their child’s education throughout the year not just during “Parent”
Involvement in Education Month. Our doors are open and we are waiting to meet you!
 
The Family Engagement Centers are open: 
Tuesdays @Elementary School 8-10AM & 3-7PM
Thursdays @Middle School 8-10AM & 3-7PM

Jenn Kinne 
Family and Community Engagement 



Prince Edward County Public
Schools values its community
partners like The Lions Club.
Through these partnerships,
faculty, staff, students, and
families receive quality
assistance from caring
community members.
Partners’ support is critical to
the overall success of Prince
Edward County.

"Alone we can do
so little, together
we can do so
much."

Helen Keller

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

On Monday, November 18,
The Farmville Lions Club
(Lions) offered vision
screenings for students at
Prince Edward County
Elementary School (PECES). 
Thanks to the generosity of
the club, over 200 students
received screenings. PECES
already provides vision
screenings for kindergarten
and third-grade students;
however, The Lions
supplemented this care by
providing services for Pre-K,
first-, second-, and fourth-
grade students. The Lions
also offered to fund care for
children referred to doctors for
further screening. 
 
 

Founded locally in 1923, The
Farmville Lions Club raises
money for vision and hearing
care at local, state, and
international levels. Funded
projects include supporting a
corneal transplant and eye
research facility, providing
leader dogs for those with
visual impairments, and
partnering with Habitat for
Humanity to build more
intuitive homes for people with
disabilities. The group also
collects and recycles used
glasses.
 
 
 



End Bullying
The middle school is tough on
bullying!  Have you seen their anti-
bullying wall display in the front hall.
Dozens of students wrote and signed
pledge statements about what they
can do to help end bullying. Mr.
Satkowsiki (Art) and Ms. Williams
(School Counseling) collaborated to
create the display showcasing these
words of inspiration. Help us create a
"No Bullying" culture by encouraging
your student to sign a pledge
statement. 
 

"A room without books is
like a body without a
soul."
 

 
 
News from the library
Students and families supported the
middle school Scholastic Book Fair in
dramatic fashion.  Our Books & Bingo
after-hours event was not only
successful but super fun! The office of
family engagement gave away $110 in
free books! Several books sold out
before the end of the week. Profits
earned from the book fair will result in
over $1500 of new books and "brain
break" activities for the library.
 
Special Highlight
During the first quarter, 301 students
earned honor roll! That's
approximately 1/2 of our student
population. The Eagles can't be
stopped!
 
 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Marcus Cicero



The Prince Edward County High School FFA Chapter had the honor of attending
the 92nd FFA National Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana. Mrs. Hayes
(Agricultural Teacher and Chapter Advisor) and Ms. Parsons (Special Needs
Paraprofessional) accompanied De’Mani Atkins, Jalayia Woodford, and Maddie
Moreland on a monumental learning excursion. Taking the first big step in
revitalizing the Prince Edward County High School FFA chapter used this
opportunity to meet other FFA members from across the United States including
Puerto Rico, Hawaii, and Alaska and display their enthusiasm for Prince Edward
County Public Schools and is a member. Spending a week experiencing over a
hundred SOLs, new social interactions, leadership roles being expressed, career
exploration, college, and state information created an opportunity for the PEHS
students to branch out into with the potential of new life plans. One aspect that was
surprising included the outreach the military has to agricultural careers and
adventures.  Each state was represented in the convention hall throughout the
week with their agricultural products for sampling. Our officers were able to travel
through the country in a few rows to explore major agricultural industries in the hall
trying new things around every corner. Offering students real life experiences is a
key role of the Prince Edward Career and Technical Center. On this trip, Mrs.
Hayes utilized this ideology to explore aquaculture careers in food science at Rays’
Boathouse. The students explored orchard production, value-added agricultural
products, and agritourism at a fifth-generation farm called Tuttle’s Orchard.
Kentucky Horse Park was the final stop on the way home from Indiana. There they
learned about the history of Thoroughbred, Shire, Mustangs and Percheron horses
and was introduced to several multi-million dollar retired racing horses including Go
For Gin and Be a Bono. The students even had the opportunity to meet several
horses working in the Kentucky Mounted Patrol (Police Duty Horses).
 
Kortney Hayes | PECPS High School

PREPARING STUDENTS FOR LEADERSHIP

HIGH SCHOOL



STEAM
SPOTLIGHTS
Prince Edward County
Schools is going full STEAM
Ahead. Our buildings are full
of excellent STEAM activities.
Our youngest students in Pre-
K through our Seniors are
participating in STEAM
activities in either their classes
or clubs. This month, I will be
highlighting three different
teachers.
 
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL STEAM
SPOTLIGHTS
At the elementary level, Mrs.
Mary Major is going Full
STEAM Ahead in both her
after school STEAM Club and
in her 4th-grade classroom
where students are currently
learning about electricity and
circuits by using SNAP
Circuits to create circuits. Mrs.
Major is a native of Farmville,
who attended Longwood
University. Mrs. Major enjoys
the STEAM curriculum and
fully understands that
it can make topics come alive
for her students.
 
 

MIDDLE
SCHOOL STEAM
SPOTLIGHTS
Going FULL STEAM AHEAD
at the middle school is Ms.
Akisha Williams. Ms. Williams
is the teacher/facilitator of our
new Go Tech Program.  Ms.
Williams is a native of
Lunenburg county.
Ms. Williams is a graduate of
Longwood University, where
she earned a bachelor’s
degree in Accounting and
Computer Information
Systems. Regarding her
position, Ms. Williams stated,
“My job is not only to make
sure your child grows to be
great in all they do but to also
provide your child with
knowledge of different trades
offered in the working world.”
In the Go Tech program,
students are introduced to the
fields of IT coding, precision
machining, welding, robotics,
metrology, manufacturing
engineering, mechanical
engineering, electrical
engineering and health, and
medical sciences.

HIGH
SCHOOL STEAM
SPOTLIGHTS
Mr. Dwayne Bates is a Prince
Edward County High School
graduate. Mr. Bates leads the
high school, robotics team.
This robotics team which
meets every Saturday will be
competing next month. This
year will be the first time
Prince Edward has a team in a
robotics competition. Along
with the robotics team, Mr.
Bates is also the coach of the
high school’s volleyball team
and the teacher of the county’s
new Computer Science
Foundation program. In this
course, students are learning
to code while they are being
mentored with individuals from
Capital One.  Mr. Bates
and the high school are going
FULL STEAM AHEAD!
 
Sean Tate | PECPS STEAM

STEM



GIFTED & TALENTED

The first Gifted Parent Advisory meeting took place on
November 5.  Parents in attendance learned about the
new plans for gifted education at Prince Edward County
Schools and submitted feedback about the program. 
Looking ahead, parents brainstormed ideas to be
addressed in future meetings.  Dates have been
announced for 2020 Summer Residential Governor’s
Schools.  These opportunities provide gifted high school
juniors and seniors with intensive educational experiences
in visual and performing arts; humanities; mathematics,
science, and technology; or through mentorships in
marine science, medicine and health sciences, or
engineering. For more information and applications,
please visit VA DOE at
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/governors_school_
programs/summer_residential/Gifted students in grades 2-
4 participated in the 2020 Mars Rover Naming Contest. 
Through this contest, students had the opportunity to
learn about real NASA missions, apply their critical
thinking skills, learn something new and form questions
about a place they may never have heard of, conduct
research using NASA websites, and apply their writing
skills.We look forward to seeing the winning name in
February 2020!                               Katie Gaffney | TAG

"What makes a child gifted and talented may not
always be good grades in school, but a different way
of looking at the world and learning."

TALENTED AND GIFTED

Chuck Grassley


